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uke, 14, of  
Morton stopped 
talking three 
years ago. That 

means he can’t, or 
won’t, explain why he 
fi rst gestures toward 
a wrong answer when 
his teachers at the 
Academy for Autism 
ask him a question 
before he gestures to-
ward the right answer.

Every single ques-
tion. Every single time.

“That’s autism,” said Lindsey Cox, Luke’s 
teacher at the academy, and the person who 
discovered his consistently quirky mental 
acrobatics. “Always a mystery.”

Staff  and adminis-
trators are working 
toward unlocking 
some of  those myster-
ies at the Academy 
for Autism, the home 
of  a new educational 
experience for chil-
dren with autism that 
opened in June in the 
Academy Campus of  
Children’s Home on 
Northeast Madison 
Avenue in Peoria.

It’s a fi rst-of-its-kind school for children with 
autism in the area. There are currently two 
classrooms in operation: one with two stu-
dents, a teacher and a teacher’s aide, the other 

OPEN 24/7 at 4125 N. Sheridan Road Peoria, IL • 309.686.5920,,
Prices Good thru Tuesday, August 13th, 2013 ONLY ATYOUR PEORIA HY-VEEPrices Good thru Tuesday, August 13th, 2013 ONLY ATYOUR PEORIA HY-VEE

7 Up Products
6 pack 16-oz. bottles 5 for 

$1000

Come visit us on Tuesdays 
and get Double your 

Fuel saver points!
Ask for details on how 

you can sign up for 
Fuel Saver and save
money at the pump!

C i it T d

Hot Hot Summertime Savings at Hy-Vee!Hot Hot Summertime Savings at Hy-Vee!Hot Hot Summertime Savings at Hy-Vee!
Meat Department Savings

5 for 
$1000

mix or match!
Get a 25-cent per gallon Fuel Saver Discount 

when you buy five!
• Amana Boneless Bacon-wrapped Sirloin Fillets — 5oz.
• Gourmet Steakhouse Burgers or Turkey Burgers — 6 oz.
• Boneless Butterfly Chops or America Pork Chops — 8 oz.
• Bacon-wrapped Chicken Grillers — 8 oz.
• Bacon-wrapped Turkey Tenderloins — 5 oz.

$35
THIS IS NOT A COUPON. Purchase this 
deal only online dailydeals.pjstar.com

Fogelberg Foundation 
of Peoria

2 tickets to the Dan 
Fogelberg Tribute Concert 
Saturday August 31st only

DAILYDEALS.
PJSTAR.COM

ust more than a year 
ago, the smiley family 
of  Ed McAbee and Sally 
Gunterman thrived 

amid singsong joy and a 
promising future.

Then fate 
punched in 
with repeat-
ed, stunning 
brutality. 
Early last 
August, 
McAbee, 
36, died in a 
motorcycle 
wreck. In 

late December, his longtime 
partner Gunterman, 34, 
died in a driving accident. 
Less than a month later, 
her mother, Karen Seaton 
of  Peoria Heights, died 
while mourning over pho-
tos of  the late couple.

Six months. Three 
deaths. Unmeasurable 
grief.

“It was horrible,” says 
Gunterman’s best friend, 
Jessica Wagner, 35, of  
Metamora. “It’s something 
that you just can’t imagine 
happening.”

Left behind are three 
children struggling to deal 
with shocking loss. Mean-
while, though still pained 
themselves, the couple’s 
family and friends hope a 
fundraiser next weekend 
will help brighten the 
youngsters’ futures.

“People love them and 
will do anything for them,” 
Wagner says.

���

In 1999, Ed McAbee took 
a ride that changed his life, 
along with many others. 

Just a few years out of  
East Peoria Community 
High School, Ed was forg-
ing a career as a self-em-
ployed carpenter. The 
23-year-old was living in a 
rental home outside Low-
point with several friends. 

Friends 
step in
after 

tragedy
Program between Peoria, 

Friedrichshafen goes 
beyond cultural exchange

BY NICK VLAHOS
OF THE JOURNAL STAR

Those who doubt the im-
pact of  sister-city programs 
should consider Karin 
Seckinger.

More accurately, perhaps, 
they should consider her 
photograph 
album.

The album 
is more than 
30 years 
old. But the 
c o n t e n t s 
still speak to 
Seckinger, 
who is from 
Friedrichshafen, Germany. 

They also speak to the 
infl uence Peoria has had 
on lives more than 4,500 
miles from its Illinois River 
banks.

In 1976, Friedrichshafen 
and Peoria became sister 
cities. Five years later, 
the 18-year-old Seckinger 
decided to join other Fried-
richshafen teenagers on 
a youth-exchange visit to 
Peoria.

“I read an article in the 
newspaper that there was 
a student exchange, and I 
thought, ‘Well, this would 
be a nice idea — to get away 
from my parents,’” Seck-
inger said with a laugh.

It appears Seckinger 
found more on that trip 
than just freedom from her 
folks.

Seckinger spoke with 
a visitor from Peoria one 
night last month at a res-
taurant that overlooks the 
shore of  Lake Constance, 
which separates Fried-
richshafen from Austria 
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LOUD AND 
PROUD

ABOVE: After a sensory session, autistic student Camden, 8, embraces teacher Jim Butler. Students 
at the Academy for Autism advance their academic and social skills using programming based on 
behavior analysis methods. BELOW: Luke, 14, who is non-verbal, enjoys climbing on the playground 
equipment throughout the play time. 

New school helps central Illinois children with autis m

Story by SCOTT HILYARD / Photographs by FRED ZWICKY / of the Journal Star
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FADING OUT
TV Guide, once a mainstay, has 
lost traction in the digital age. 
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