
and Switzerland. Once she 
opened the photo album, it 
became July 1981 all over 
again.

There was Seckinger’s 
airplane ticket (remember 
those, com-
plete with 
red carbon 
paper?) to 
and from 
the United 
States. A 
ticket stub 
from the 
Julia Belle 
S w a i n 
r ive r b o a t . 
Another stub, from Tower 
Park in Peoria Heights.

There were plenty of  
photos Seckinger took 
— of  Grandview Drive 
and Downtown Peoria, 
pre-Civic Center and pre-
Twin Towers. There also 
was a clipping of  a photo 
the Journal Star took 
— of  Seckinger and three 
of  her fellow travelers, at 
Wildlife Prairie Park west 
of  town. 

“I had a splendid time,” 

Seckinger said. “I really 
enjoyed it.”

The Peoria visitor found 
it slightly bizarre to see so 
many familiar images so 
far from home. But those 
images helped Seckinger 
travel far from her home 
in the southern German 
state of  Baden-Wurttem-
berg.

Now a schoolteacher, 
Seckinger has been all 
over the United States 
and Europe and to Africa, 
among other places. 

Prior to that first Peoria 
trip, she had traveled to 
France, Italy and Spain, 
but not off  the continent. 
For a European, those 
journeys aren’t much dif-
ferent distance-wise than 
a Peorian going to Tennes-
see or Texas, perhaps.

“I became more in-
terested in getting to 
know countries, people,” 
Seckinger said about the 
fallout from her Peoria 
visit. “Meeting the people, 
getting new friends.

“It was the first time it 
really opened my mind to 
the world.”

That’s part of  the point 
of  sister-city relation-

ships, particularly among 
the young, according to 
Eric Hoadley. He is presi-
dent of  Friends of  Fried-
richshafen, a Peoria-based 
private group dedicated to 
strengthening the ties.

“So many people think 
the world is only as big as 
what they currently know, 
and people don’t go out of  
their comfort zone,” Hoad-
ley said stateside. “What 

the youth exchange really 
does is open those horizons 
so people realize there’s so 
much more to the world 
than the mall and my circle 
of  friends.”

A pair of similar cities
Friedrichshafen has a 

shopping mall, but that’s 
not what attracts thousands 
of  tourists annually from 
Germany and beyond.

The city of  about 60,000 
is a transportation hub, 
with ferries crossing Lake 
Constance — “Bodensee” 
in German — to other do-
mestic points and to Swit-
zerland. 

The lake provides a vari-
ety of  summertime beach 
and boating options. Much 
of  downtown Friedrich-
shafen parallels a lakefront 
promenade that leads to a 
castle occupied in the 19th 
century by kings of  Wurt-
temberg.

The Peoria riverfont is 
not nearly as expansive or 
majestic. One area in which 
the cities are sympatico, 
however, lies in their rela-
tionship with their largest 
corporations; Caterpillar 
Inc. is to Peoria what Zeppe-
lin GmbH is to Friedrichs-
hafen. 

Around the turn of  the 
20th century, Count Ferdi-
nand von Zeppelin began 
to construct airships in the 
Friedrichshafen area. The 
modern-day successor to 
Zeppelin’s fi rm, a Caterpil-
lar dealer, still is a major 
presence in the city.

Zeppelin Museum Fried-
richshafen, which claims 

to house the world’s larg-
est aviation collection, 
occupies a former railroad 
station downtown near the 
ferry docks.

The Cat-Zeppelin con-
nection — in place since 
the mid-1950s, as has been 
the U.S. sister-city initia-
tive — helped lead to the 
Peoria-Friedrichshafen 
connection. 

Caterpillar executives in 
the 1970s became friendly 
with Friedrichshafen city 
offi cials, according to Peter 
Gerstmann, the Zeppelin 
president and CEO. The 
Peoria mayor then, Richard 
Carver, also helped forge 
the bonds.

“There were a few similar 
things in the cities,” Gerst-
mann said. “The industry 
in the cities, how they work 
together. 

“It would be good to have 
an exchange of  experience, 
and exchange of  people. 
And it would start with a 
partnership city.”

Putting a fi nancial value 
on the Peoria-Friedrichs-
hafen relationship is diffi -
cult, Gerstmann indicated.

the purchase of two Beltone
TrueTM 6 hearing instruments

offer good thru June 30, 2013 only
Previous purchases excluded. Cannot be combined

with other offers. Discount off MSRP

the purchase of two Beltone
PromiseTM 9 hearing instruments
offer good thru June 30, 2013 only

Previous purchases excluded. Cannot be combined
with other offers. Discount off MSRP

the purchase of two Beltone
PromiseTM 17 hearing instruments
offer good thru June 30, 2013 only

Previous purchases excluded. Cannot be combined
with other offers. Discount off MSRP

Hearing Screening
June 21-30, 2013

Call today for an appointment. Space is limited.

In-Offi ce Trial
of the Beltone PromiseTM

June 21-30, 2013
All participants will receive a FREE comprehensive hearing analysis.

FREE Batteries for a Year
with Hearing Aid Purchase

June 21-30, 2013

Hear what our patients are saying about Beltone’s Hearing Staff.
Bill Corum: “I 
started using my 
Beltone Hearing 
Aides in December 
2011. They have 
made a great 
improvement in the 
quality of my life. 
I urge everyone 
with a hearing loss 

to contact Christine for an appointment. She is 
very professional and great to work with.” 

Barbara & 
Willis Surrat:
“We are very 
satisfi ed with all 
the help we have 
received from 
Beltone. And, we 
are very pleased 

with our hearing aids!”

Mary Lou 
McAvoy:
“I am well 
pleased with my 
Beltone hearing 
aid. I wish I 
would have got 
them sooner. 

Kelli was very good explaining them to me.”

PEKIN
346-5323 

EAST PEORIA
966-2697

CANTON
647-0920 

PEORIA
688-4327

NORMAL
451-4312

Mickey Walker: “I 
came to Bloomington to 
see about hearing aids in 
November 2011 and I saw 
Pam Wilson, Hearing Aid 
Dispenser with Beltone, who 
not only sells Beltones, she is 
a people person.  
She understands and is able 

to talk to people so they understand her.  I love the Beltone 
hearing aids that I have and Pam was great to fi t me with the 
ones I needed because I knew nothing about hearing aids.” 

PE-4372356

August 31,

August 31,

August 31,

August 11-21,

August 11-21,

August 11-21,

Beltone Hearing’s Staff.

Our business is locally owned and operated but is part of a nation wide network of over 1500 Beltone locations where our patients can receive free care and 
service for the products they purchase from us. Beltone is dedicated to providing superior patient care through our 12 point patient care program, Belcare.
All staff receive training on this superior care. Most recently, Beltone of Central Illinois was one of only 4 practices in the nation to win the 
“Circle of Excellence Award” for superior customer satisfaction. This award was also determined through a survey of our patients. Practice 
owners, Dr Rebecca Wood and Gayla Scott are both central Illinois natives. Rebecca graduated from Pekin High, ICC and Northern Illinois 
University as well as receiving her doctorate from Arizona School of Health Sciences. Gayla is a Delavan High and ISU graduate. Both women are 
dedicated to the Beltone mission of “Helping the World Hear Better”. They believe their practice thrives because their staff also “live the mission”.
 Beltone products have always been leaders in the industry. Most recently Beltone won the Innovations Award of the Year for the “True” product line 
of hearing aids. This line of products is loaded with features that allow most patients to understand better in groups and noise. The aids are so small they 
can barely be seen. They are lightweight and comfortable to the wearer. They even allow the patients to talk on the phone without feedback. We love our 
patients. Many of the staff are singers and we even sing to our patients when it’s their birthday. When you fit great products and you care about your patients 
like they are family, that’s what keeps them coming back.

Thank You For Voting
Beltone Beltone ##11 For the

Hearing Aid Category in the
2013 Readers Choice Awards

Readers
Choice

2 0 1 3

Awards
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Continued from Page A1 

LINDA HENSON/JOURNAL STAR FILE PHOTO

Karin Seckinger, second from right, and three others from 
Friedrichshafen, Germany, were pictured in the Journal Star 
in 1981, when they visited Wildlife Prairie Park. 

Please see CITIES, Page A14

KARIN
SECKINGER
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