
 But he said he has no doubt 
it’s been benefi cial to all parties 
involved.

Perhaps more tangible evi-
dence of  the value is found in 
the interpersonal relationships 
that have developed over the 
past 37 years. Those have been 
spurred by Friends of  Fried-
richshafen and its German 
counterpart, the Peoria Club of  
Friedrichshafen.

“I like the people,” said Willi 
Huster, the Peoria Club president 
and unoffi cial tour guide for cen-
tral Illinoisans who visit his city. 
“Peoria is an interesting city. In 
Peoria, I have a lot of  friends.”

‘A real good experience’
Huster was an adult by the 

time the sister-city relationship 
was formalized. He said he has 
visited Peoria about a dozen 
times.

Many of  the 
teenagers who 
participate in the 
youth exchange 
— Peorians visit 
Germany in even-
numbered years, 
Germans visit 
Peoria in odd-
numbered ones 
— never have 
been this far from their native 
lands. But some of  them knew 
what to expect, thanks to their 
parents.

Of  the 20 or so Friedrichs-
hafen youths who arrived July 
24 in Peoria for the three-week 
exchange, three might be called 
“legacy” visitors. Their mothers 
participated in the exchange, 

apparently the longest-running 
one in the United States, when 
they were teenagers.

“She is very jealous right now, 
because I’m here and she is not,” 
said 17-year-old Juliane Sauter, 
whose mom, Lucia, was part of  
the fi rst exchange, in 1978. “She 
really likes the USA.”

Sauter and some of  her co-
horts listed the same likes about 
their trip — visiting Chicago 
was a major highlight — and 
also focused on the cuisine.

“She really liked the food,” 
said Momo Ganzer, whose 
mother, Sandra, visited Peoria 
in the mid-1980s. “When she was 
here, we didn’t have so much 
McDonald’s and fast food.”

Said Joshua Huster, Willi Hus-
ter’s grandson: “I really like the 
food. It’s a little bit different.”

Some things never change, 
evidently.

Seckinger said her students 
share the same perceptions 
about the United States that her 
generation did. But in some cas-
es, reality might be different.

“They say the cars are big, 
the houses are big, the streets 
are big, stuff  like that,” said 
Seckinger, the Peoria Club vice 
president. “You hear the same 
thing after 30 years. I think it’s 
different if  you see it. 

“Whatever movie or TV you 
see, it isn’t real. ... If  you go 
there, you can touch it.”

At least one of  the youths 
who is visiting Peoria appears 
to share Seckinger’s sentiment 
about the tactile aspects of  this 
trip.

“I like traveling to foreign 

countries. It’s great,” said Gan-
zer, a 17-year-old female named 
for the protagonist of  a German 
novel. “I would have regretted it 
if  I didn’t go here.”

Friends of  Friedrichshafen 
offi cials said there tends to be 
more German teens going to the 
United States than vice versa. 
Part of  that might be related to 
proximity. 

It takes about eight hours to fl y 
from Chicago to Germany. In that 
same time span, a German can 
visit four or fi ve countries and 
cultures by automobile or train, 
so such exchanges are more com-
mon, Hoadley suggested.

But if  the distance factor can 
be overcome, the benefi ts can be 
eternal.

“They fi nd out that the people 
from Friedrichshafen, Germany, 

or anywhere else they travel to
are a lot like us,” Hoadley said.
“There are cultural differences,
but there are so many things that
make us all the same. That’s reas-
suring, and it gives those people
even more reasons to explore.”

Just like Karin Seckinger, who 
once worked for the Friedrichs-
hafen mayor’s offi ce and has 
been to Peoria six times.

“I tell everybody, ‘Do it if  you 
have the chance,’” she said. 
“Because this is so much for the 
rest of  your life. I still have my 
pictures and my memories from 
that time.”

Unlike the pictures, it appears 
the memories are far from fading.

Nick Vlahos can be reached at 686-3285 or 
nvlahos@pjstar.com. Follow him on Twitter @Vlahos-

Nick.
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GOD IS DOING SOMETHING NEW

OFFER VALID FOR PREMIUM AND STANDARD SEATING ONLY AND EXPIRES 8/15/13.; OFFER VALID FOR ONLINE AND PHONE ORDERS; IT CANNOT BE COMBINED OR APPLIED TO PREVIOUS PURCHASES AND IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. 
A $2 PER PERSON SERVICE FEE WILL BE ADDED. NO REFUNDS/EXCHANGES. DATES, LOCATION, TIMES, AND TALENT SUBJECT TO CHANGE. BELIEVE GOD CAN DO ANYTHING IS A PRODUCTION OF WOMEN OF FAITH.

STORIES THAT STRENGTHEN
TEACHING THAT TRANSFORMS

MUSIC THAT MOVES PEORIA, IL | AUGUST 16-17, 2013 | PEORIA CIVIC CENTER
Friday 7pm – 10pm and Saturday 9am – 5pm

REGISTER AT WOMENOFFAITH.COM
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Straight Talk About Men’s Health:
Advancements in the Treatment of Erectile Dysfunction
If you are one of the nearly 6 million men with Erectile Dysfunction (E.D.) for whom pills do not work, 
learn how an Inflatable Penile Prosthesis (IPP) can be the solution to restoring normal sexual function.

A straightforward procedure to get back a lifetime of enjoyment

The inflatable penile prosthesis is a water-filled device that is placed through a small incision near the abdomen—
similar to one made for hernia repairs—in a 30-minute outpatient procedure. By squeezing the pump, which is entirely 
contained inside the scrotum, fluid is transferred into the penis resulting in a long-lasting erection. To return the penis to 
its non-erect state, simply depress the touch pads on the pump. After it is in place, there are no prescriptions to refill and 
no ongoing maintenance of the implant. In fact, the implant can remain in place for a lifetime.

Regain control over your body so that you are able to obtain and maintain an erection when you want it. You 
and your partner will be able to enjoy spontaneous sex once again. Normal sensations, including orgasm 
and ejaculation, are not affected. The procedure is covered by Medicare.

Dr. Joseph Banno conducts seminars to educate about the suitability, effectiveness and 
appropriateness of Penile Implant Therapy. The seminars are sponsored by Coloplast Corp. 
(manufacturer of the Titan® penile implant). A Coloplast representative will be at each seminar
to provide information about their penile implant products. To reserve a free space for the 
seminar or to request more information, please call 866-233.9368.

Joseph Banno, M.D.
Wednesday, August 14, 2013

Midwest Urological Associates
www.straighttalk.net
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Dealer agreement with 
Peoria-based Cat helped 
transform German fi rm

BY NICK VLAHOS
OF THE JOURNAL STAR

FRIEDRICHSHAFEN, GERMANY 
— The bond between the 
Zeppelin and Caterpil-
lar corporations appears 
strong. So does the bond 
between their CEOs.

That was evident this 
spring during a Caterpillar 
product exhibition held in 
Munich — about a two-
hour drive northeast of  
Friedrichshafen, Peoria’s 
oldest sister city and center 
of  Zeppelin activity.

Doug Oberhelman, 
the CEO of  Peoria-based 
Caterpillar, attended the 
exhibition that included 
an entertainment tent for 
customers. When the time 
came for Oberhelman to 
address the crowd, Zep-
pelin President and CEO 
Peter Gerstmann offered a 
special greeting.

The leader of  one of  
Caterpillar’s largest Eu-
ropean dealers said he 
took the stage, grabbed 
his guitar and played the 
opening riff  of  “Start Me 
Up” by the Rolling Stones. 
The same song was played 
when Oberhelman ap-
peared at an exhibition 
in 2010 in Tucson, Ariz., 
shortly after he assumed 
his current job. 

Gerstmann didn’t claim 
he was the equal of  Stones 
guitarist Keith Richards. 
But it appeared this Zep-
pelin attempt didn’t go over 
like a lead balloon.

“I played for our special 
guest. We organized it espe-
cially for Doug,” a laughing 
Gerstmann said recently 
during an interview in his 
Friedrichshafen offi ce. “To 
be successful as partners 
with Caterpillar, you need 
a good relationship to the 
top management.”

The Caterpillar-Zeppelin 
relationship has been in 
place since 1954. That’s 
when Zeppelin acquired 
exclusive rights to sell and 
service machines for Cat 

in what then was known as 
West Germany.

Following German uni-
fi cation and the fall of  the 
Iron Curtain in the early 
1990s, Zeppelin’s Cat con-
nection spread to about a 
dozen countries and be-
came a multi-billion-euro 
business annually.  

“Cat was searching for 
good partners in those 
territories. Partners they 
trust,” Gerstmann said 
about Zeppelin’s ability to 
conduct business in Russia 
and former Soviet repub-
lics. 

The Cat agreement was 
key in Zeppelin’s transfor-
mation from a company 
that built airships to one 
that specializes in sales, 

rental and service of  
construction equipment, 
among other things. The 
previous business model 
had sustained the company 
since 1908, when Count Fer-
dinand von Zeppelin found-
ed it in Friedrichshafen. 

Dependence on dirigibles 
couldn’t survive two note-
worthy body blows. 

The fi rst was the crash-
ing and burning of  the 
Zeppelin-built Hindenburg 
as it landed May 6, 1937, at 
Lakehurst, N.J. The second 
came during World War II, 
when Allied bombings of  
Friedrichshafen destroyed 
Zeppelin’s production fa-
cilities and left most of  the 
city in ruins.

The Friedrichshafen 
community’s relationship 
with Zeppelin appears 
similar to the one Cat has 
with Peoria, but perhaps 
even more intense. 

The mayor of  Friedrich-
shafen, Andreas Brand, 
chairs the Zeppelin board. 
The arrangement is rooted 
in the origins of  the compa-
ny, a mechanism that also 

provides fi nancial support 
for Friedrichshafen-area 
charitable and cultural 
initiatives.

“The city and the com-
pany are very strong to-
gether, very tied together,” 
Gerstmann said. “You have 
to accept that the ideas of  
the city are your ideas, and 
vice versa.

“The relationship be-
tween me and the mayor 
is very good, and that is 
the normal status, I think. 
The CEO of  Zeppelin and 
the mayor, we must work 
together.”

Sounds a bit like Gerst-
mann’s relationship with 
Oberhelman. 

Gerstmann said he visits 
Peoria two or three times 

each year. One of  those
trips, an informal one, was
scheduled for this month.

On vacation, Gerstmann
and his wife planned to
traverse the length of  old
U.S. Route 66, from Chicago
to California. The Gerst-
manns scheduled a slight
detour, however — to see
Oberhelman and his fam-
ily.

No word if  any guitar so-
los were on the agenda, but
the visit probably wasn’t 
all about play.

“You cannot avoid talk-
ing business,” Gerstmann 
said.

Nick Vlahos can be reached
at 686-3285 or nvlahos@pjstar.com.
Follow him on Twitter @VlahosNick. 

Caterpillar, Zeppelin companies also share close ties

PETER
GERSTMANN

DOUG
OBERHELMAN

CITIES
Continued from Page A1 2

WILLI
HUSTER

Sister cities
� Peoria: Benxi, China; Clonmel, 
Ireland; Friedrichshafen, Germany

� Friedrichshafen: Delitzsch, 
Germany; Peoria; Polatsk, Belarus; 
Saint-Die-des-Vosges, France; Sara-
jevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina 

The harbor 
promenade is 
seen in Fried-

richshafen  
on Lake 

Constance, 
in southern 

Germany. 
Peoria and 
Friedrichs-
hafen have 

an exchange 
program that 

dates back 37 
years, helping 

to forge ties 
between the 

two cities.
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